American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

/__.---"_R"'--

PSP 815 Sixteenth Street, N.W. JOHN J. SWEENEY RICHARD L. TRUMKA ARLENE HOLT BAKER

;;g"" &)\ Washington, D.C. 20006 PRESIDENT SECRETARY-TREASURER EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

(202) 637-5000 .

f www.aflcio.org Gerald W. McEntee Gene Upshaw Michael Sacco Frank Hurt
Patricia Friend Michael Goodwin William Lucy Robert A. Scardelletti
R. Thomas Buffenbarger Elizabeth Bunn Michael J. Sullivan Harold Schaitberger
Edwin D. Hill Joseph J. Hunt Clyde Rivers Cecil Roberts
William Burrus Leo W. Gerard Edward J. McElroy Jr.  Ron Gettelfinger
James Williams John J. Flynn Baxter M. Atkinson John Gage
William H. Young Nat LaCour Vincent Giblin William Hite
Andrea E. Brooks Larry Cohen Warren George Gregory J. Junemann
Laura Rico Thomas C. Short Robbie Sparks Nancy Wohlforth
Paul C. Thompson James C. Little Alan Rosenberg Capt. John Prater
Rose Ann DeMoro " Mark H. Ayers Ann Converso, R.N. Richard P. Hughes Jr.

Fred Redmond

July 15, 2008

His Excellency Raul Castro
President

Republic of Cuba

Plaza de la Revolucion
Havana, CUBA

VIA FACSIMILE: 011-537-333-085
Dear Mr. President:

I write on behalf of the over 10 million working women and men of the United
States represented by the AFL-CIO.

In 2003, your Government arrested and imprisoned scores of independent
journalists, human rights advocates, and pro-democracy activists, condemning them to
jail terms of up to 26 years. Among them were eight Cuban workers, who were
convicted and incarcerated for simply trying to organize free and independent trade
unions. At the time, I sent a letter to President Fidel Castro, denouncing these
fundamental violations of internationally recognized labor and human rights, and
demanding the immediate release of the unionists, as well as an end to the arrests, the
imprisonment, and the attacks on journalists, human rights representatives, and other
Cuban citizens seeking genuine democracy in your nation.

Although two of the unionists have been released, the following six still remain
in detention: Alfredo Felipe Fuentes, Miguel Galvan, Ivan Hernandez Carrillo, Nelson
Molinet Espino, Hector Raul Valle Fernandez, and Carmelo Diaz Fernandez (on medical
leave).






