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July 15, 2008

His Excellency Raul Castro
President
Republic of Cuba
Plaza de la Revolucion
Havana, CUBA

VIA FACSIMILE: 011-537-333-085

Dear Mr. President:

I write on behalf of the over 10 million working women and men of the United
States represented by the AFL-CIO.

In 2003, your Government arrested and imprisoned scores of independent
journalists, human rights advocates, and pro-democracy activists, condemning them to
jail terms of up to 26 years. Among them were eight Cuban workers, who were
convicted and incarcerated for simply trying to organize free and independent trade
unions. At the time, I sent a letter to President Fidel Castro, denouncing these
fundamental violations of internationally recognized labor and human rights, and
demanding the immediate release of the unionists, as well as an end to the arrests, the
imprisonment, and the attacks on journalists, human rights representatives, and other
Cuban citizens seeking genuine democracy in your nation.

Although two of the unionists have been released, the following six still remain
in detention: Alfredo Felipe Fuentes, Miguel Galvan, Ivan Hernandez Carrillo, Nelson
Molinet Espino, Hector Raul Valle Fernandez, and Carmelo Diaz Fernandez (on medical
leave).




